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Addendum: Genealogy of the Morleys in South Wales:
Glamorgan and the Vale of Neath from 1700 to 1800

John O. Morley

In the main article, the early history of the Morleys in Glamorgan was described
starting with William Morley of Llangyfelach.' According to an administrative bond,
dated 29 March 1712 and discussed in that account, William (J )2 was a mariner, by
then deceased, who had served in the Royal Navy on board HMS Bristol.” The
original article speculates that he served on the first ship of that name, which was
lost in an action against the French in 1709, although the possibility that he had
served on the second ship of that name, was not discounted. Because the second ship
had not apparently been involved in any naval actions that year,* and given that the
administrative bond (a legal document) may have taken some time to prepare and
process, it was thought that William had died on the first ship. However, new
evidence has come to light’ which shows unequivocally that he served on the second
ship of the name® which was launched on 8 May 1711.” An examination of navy pay
books reveals that he had previously served on HMS Torbaly,8 and before that, on
HMS Cambridge.’

The pay book of the Cambridge shows that William Morley became a member of the
crew on 12 December 1708 but he does not appear listed as an ordinary seaman until
19 January 1709.'° He was then transferred with other crew to the tender of HMS
Torbay on 27 January that year. The same pay book shows that he contributed one
and sixpence to Chatham Chest and nine pence to Greenwich Hospital, sums which
are fully consistent with his six weeks of service on that ship. The Cambridge was
launched in 1695 as an 80 gun third rate ship of the line.'" She saw action at the
battles of Vigoand Malaga in 1702 and 1704 and spent much time in the
Mediterranean until 1708. She was commanded by Francis Dove from 26 January
1708 to 23 September 1712'% but in 1713 she was docked at Woolwich, broken up
and rebuilt. Prior to this in 1709, however, she was designated as a navy Guard
ship13 located at the Nore, a sandbank in the Thames estuary, near to the entrance of
the river Medway, and close to the naval base of Chatham. One of a guard ship’s
functions at this time was to receive men impressed for service and it seems likely
that at least some of the Cambridge’s crew fell into this category in 1709. Indeed, the
pay book entries for the Cambridge are described as ‘Torbays list of Ordinary
Seamen’ with the name William Jumper appended.'® This list suggests that these
seamen may have been commandeered to serve on the Torbay. Sir William Jumper,
was a superintendent based at Chatham in 1709 and responsible for navy accounts,"
and it is highly likely that he had drawn up the list of seamen shown in the pay book.

The Cambridge pay book shows no payment of wages to any of the seamen only a
charge or debit for all their expenses on board.'® This charge included the provision



ANNALS OF GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH VOL. 8, NO. 1(2012)

of clothes, beds or hammocks, tobacco, and donations to both Chatham Chest and
Greenwich Hospital. This information convincingly suggests that William Morley
and his shipmates, who were subsequently transferred to the Torbay, were impressed
into service as suggested in the main article.'” Men who had volunteered to join the
navy received conduct money and two month's salary in advance which was used to
purchase clothes and equipment from the Purser, known as slops. This usually
included clothes and beds. However, once a man had been seized by the press gang,
he was offered a choice. He could either sign up as a volunteer and receive the same
benefits (in advance payments) or he could remain a pressed man and receive
nothing."® However, there is no evidence in the pay book to show that William
Morley or any of his fellow sailors on the Cambridge received any advance
payments at all. The possibility that William Morley had volunteered for the navy
following perhaps the death of his wife cannot be discounted, though this seems
unlikely given the appalling conditions on board ship at that time (see below).

On 28 January 1709, William Morley and at least 23 of his shipmates from the
Cambridge were transferred to HMS Torbay from that ship’s tender though they do
not appear listed as ordinary seamen until 6 February 1709. The Torbay was an 80
gun third rate ship of the line launched on 16 December 1693. She saw action during
the unsuccessful battle of Toulon in the summer of 1707, and was present during the
great naval disaster off the Isles of Scilly in October that year, when between 1400
and 2000 sailors were lost in a violent storm on their return from Toulon, but the
Torbay escaped serious damage and reached Portsmouth salfely.19 William Morley
served for almost two years on this ship before being transferred to HMS Bristol (2)
on 29 November 1710. The Torbay’s pay book shows his full wages as £22-15s-10d
over this period which equates to 24 weeks service at the established rate of nineteen
shillings per four week month for ordinary seamen.”” He was transferred from the
Torbay to HMS Bristol (2) on 7 December 1711.%' The pay books do not show what
happened to his net wages of £19-19s-10d earned on board the Torbay, but it must be
assumed that they were transferred to his family.

The Bristol pay book indicates that William was due to be discharged at Plymouth
on 24 March 1712 but he became sick and died on 24 February 1712 though the
circumstances leading to his death are not known.”> The ship’s pay book also shows
a payment of £2-19s-0d (for full wages) and three payments each of one shilling and
sixpence respectively to Chatham Chest and Greenwich hospital for his service up to
his expected date of discharge but whether this was actually paid out is not known.
There is also a much later entry dated 19 June that year to ‘Hugh Lawne for
Christian Vickars, admn’. This is almost certainly a payment made to the
administrator of William Morley’s account (and to other deceased seamen’s
accounts), who was known as Christian Vickars. Unfortunately, she was indicted a
few year’s later, in 1716, for attempting to misappropriate the wages of another
seaman called William Lambeth of HMS Anglesea and she was sentenced at the Old
Bailey to six months imprisonment.”’
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William’s early death may have been due to illness or disease, because in the
eighteenth century, one in seven men in the Royal Navy was expected to die from
scurvy, typhus, or dysentery.”* That disease should kill more sailors than from any
other cause is not surprising given the egregious conditions on board the average
ship of the line. Large numbers of men were accommodated in cramped and damp
conditions, with inadequate nutrition and water, which provided a fertile breeding
ground for disease, especially typhus, known on shore as gaol fever.”” At the time of
William’s death on 24 February 1712 his two children were probably being looked
after in Llandybie by Walter Morley (J) and his wife Elizabeth as indicated in the
main article. As the administrative bond, which was issued only a month or so after
his death on 29 March 1712, contains no reference to William’s wife at all it must be
assumed that she had predeceased him, perhaps while he was at sea, as previously
thought.
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